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Section One
LIYSF: Stand Up for Science
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The London International Youth Science Forum (LIYSF) was started in 1959 in the aftermath of the

world wars to bring together young people from different nations for two weeks of scientific

discovery and cultural exchange.

Every year LIYSF brings together 500 young science and engineering students aged 16-21 years

old from more than 90 participating countries across six continents, with the aim of challenging and

empowering them to use science to tackle problems such as sustainable energy, food and water

security, global health, climate change, and biodiversity. Over the last 66 years,  LIYSF has

connected more than 23,500 students around the world and contributed to their future careers in

STEM.

Over the last 66 years, LIYSF has connected more than 24,500 students from across the globes

and made a direct impact on their future careers in STEM.

LIYSF is an impartial, accredited not-for-profit social enterprise

LIYSF delivers respected academic STEM programme, proven track record

HRH The Princess Royal is the Royal Patron of LIYSF (2020 to date). LIYSF established under

Royal Patronage in 1959 (HRH The Duke of Edinburgh)

LIYSF enjoys UNESCO Patronage, Government support, British Council partnership

LIYSF takes place in world renowned venues in central London with global reach – Imperial

College London & RGS.

Who are we?
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Alexa

Rwanda, LIYSF 2025 Participant

“Not just an experience, but a lifelong memory. What I carry

today are some of the most beautiful days of my life, moments

I wish everyone I encounter could catch a glimpse of.”
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Difent

China, LIYSF 2025 Participant

“The forum is a platform that not only encourages academic

communications and discussions between some of the best

youths around the world and experts from all fields, but also a

bridge for students around the world to understand and make

friends with one another. In the end, for me, and perhaps for

many others have considered LIYSF as a home for us all.”

Nathan

Luxembourg, LIYSF 2025 Participant

“LIYSF was an inspiring blend of science, culture, and

collaboration that broadened my perspective and connected

me with brilliant minds from around the world.”
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Empower students with high quality STEM education. Offer students a high-quality education

with a focus on the application of knowledge for social and economic benefit.

Empower Global Changemakers. Inspire and enable young people to critically discuss global

challenges and cutting-edge scientific advancements, fostering a sense of responsibility and

agency.

Inspire young people to pursue impactful STEM careers. Equip young minds with the

knowledge and skills to pursue impactful STEM careers, contributing for social development.

Unleash Individual Potential. Provide students with the tools, confidence, and networks to

explore their passions, develop their unique talents, and fulfil their individual potential.

Foster International Collaboration. Facilitate and showcase global cooperation in science,

encouraging the exchange of ideas and collaborative problem-solving.

Inspire Through Role Models. Connect students with leading scientists, including Nobel

Laureates, who share their passion, knowledge, and experiences, showing students different

perspectives and possibilities within STEM.

Build a Global STEM Network. Connect young people with scientists and peers from around

the world, creating a powerful network for communication, mentorship, collaboration, and

innovation.

Promote Cross-Cultural Understanding. Provide a dynamic environment for cultural

exchange, fostering effective communication skills and a deeper understanding of diverse

perspectives.

Our Goals
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It’s an honour to introduce this year’s Impact

Report after celebrating our 66th edition of LIYSF

this summer, as well as for me personally, as I

started being responsible for running LIYSF from

the 50th edition. LIYSF is a modern event that is

up to date with the latest technologies and

developments, whilst also ensuring we uphold our

prestigious and respected standing, as the

longest running STEM event of its kind.

We are working particularly hard to help those

from under-resourced backgrounds and to

empower female scientists, as well as students

from diverse ethnic and cultural backgrounds.

Increased reach and diversity in the global

representation of students is a core strategic aim

for the future. Just one example of this is our

scholarship scheme, which is building year on

year.

We are fortunate to have the support and trust of

leading scientific figures and organisations across

the globe, as well as wonderfully enthusiastic and

dedicated students. They all inspire us to be

better and I would welcome further thoughts, from

any of our stakeholders and friends, on what we

can do to achieve greater impact. 

LIYSF is already a precedent unto itself and we

strive to detect the ripples of our impact through

the generations of students that shape us and into

the future we aim to define. This is an exciting

time to be brave, to be honest, to be better.

Richard Myhill

Chief Executive Officer

Richard Myhill
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Section Two
A Continued Commitment

Towards Equity and Diversity
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We believe that science has the power to transform society and improve lives, and that

empowering young people is key to unlocking this potential.

We see LIYSF as more than just a science forum, it's a global platform where 500 young minds

unite every year through their shared passion for STEM with the goal of improving the world we

live in. We recognise our responsibility to actively cultivate an inclusive environment where

students from all regions, contexts, genders, races, and ethnicities can connect, collaborate, and

thrive. By bringing together diverse perspectives, we empower the next generation of scientists to

develop innovative solutions to global challenges. After all, true change requires an understanding

of the diverse realities and challenges facing our world.

2025 Impact Report A Continued Commitment Towards Equity and Diversity

Sara

Spain, LIYSF 2025 Participant

“This camp was an amazing chance to meet a diversity of

people with different backgrounds.”

Defne

Turkey, LIYSF 2025 Participant

“It’s not about being all the same. It’s about respecting

differences.”
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countries represented92
% of attendees from outside EU & UK68
countries represented indigenously:

Australia and New Zealand2

% female attendees49

countries represented by our speakers19

countries represented by our staff20
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Inclusive Programme

Towards Our Mission

We are committed to building a LIYSF community that reflects the rich diversity of our world.

Therefore, we actively seek to include students, staff, and speakers from all backgrounds.

Recognising that under-represented groups often face access barriers, we take a proactive

approach to identify and support these individuals. This includes collaborating with partner

organisations to expand our outreach, providing scholarships and financial assistance, and creating

a inclusive programme. It is through these collective efforts that we aim to foster a truly global

network of change-makers dedicated to using science for the benefit of all.
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Out of 420 students in 2025:

students supported by LIYSF to attend with either full or

partial scholarships from a range of countries, including

Palestine, Ghana, Norway, Fiji and Nepal.
80

students supported to attend by national governments and

education ministries.30
students supported to attend as a prize at an international

competition.50
students supported by charities34

2025 Impact Report A Continued Commitment Towards Equity and Diversity

Widening Participation
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Our Partnerships

& Their Spotlights

Young Scientists for Africa (YoSA)

We have a partnership with YoSA, a UK registered charity committed to motivating, developing and

sponsoring scientific interest in students in Africa. This year, 7 students from 5 countries were

sponsored to attend LIYSF in person and 38 students from 9 countries were sponsored to attend

virtually.

National Youth Science Forum (NSTF), South Africa

NSTF has been running youth outreach programmes for almost 30 years, convinced that strategic

interventions among the youth will make it possible for South Africa (SA) to evolve into a thriving

country in all respects. The NSTF Brilliants Programme recognises grade 12 graduates who

achieved marks of 90% and above in physical science and mathematics at state schools, thereby

promoting these critically important subjects, holding up top performers as role models, and

annually demonstrating the potential of SA’s youth. In 2024, NSTF sponsored 3 students to attend

LIYSF and 7 in 2025.

Horizons Academy, Palestine

This year, LIYSF sponsored one student from Palestine in partnership with Horizons Academy.

Horizons selected the student, provided comprehensive support in organising their participation,

and covered all travel expenses, ensuring they could attend LIYSF in person. Horizons is an

initiative aimed at developing and supporting young gifted high school students by equipping them

with the necessary knowledge and tools to succeed in obtaining a scholarship and compete for

admissions in the top universities worldwide. 

National Youth Science Forum (NYSF), Australia

We have a long standing partnership with this non-profit who helped us this year reach 21 students

from Australia. The National Youth Science Forum is a summer school programme dedicated to

Year 11 students who are heading into Year 12 and trying to pursue careers in science, engineering

and related disciplines.

2025 Impact Report A Continued Commitment Towards Equity and Diversity



12liysf.org.uk

Kelly Chibale, University of Cape Town and H3D Foundation

Returning speaker and advocate for LIYSF from South Africa. Returned this year to give the Closing

Keynote Address. LIYSF and Professor Kelly Chibale are entering a Memorandum of

Understanding to work together to support more students from South Africa. He is Professor of

Organic Chemistry at the University of Cape Town (UCT), South Africa and is Founder and Director

of the pioneering Holistic Drug Discovery and Development Centre at UCT, with over 90

researchers. He was awarded the 2023 The Royal Society Africa Prize, for exceptional leadership

and groundbreaking work in drug discovery for African endemic diseases. 

Māori Scholarship, New Zealand

Since 2017 LIYSF has initiated a scholarship to support a Māori student in collaboration with the

Royal Society. This year’s nominated student’s motivation statement was, “my journey has brought

me to realise my passion for pacific and Māori excellence, after recognising the under

representation of first nations and specifically Māori women in STEM and tertiary education.

Especially considering I hold a position of cultural leadership in my community I think this

opportunity is an incredible step in representing Māori voice, presence, and place in tertiary

education and encourage others to follow their dreams for higher education.” Aurora, LIYSF 2025

Māori Scholarship recipient.

The Nepal Astronomical Society (NASO)

NASO promotes science and technology in Nepal via its outreach, education and research

activities on astronomy and space science. Its main aim is to create strong scientific community

within the country and provide a common platform for all astronomy enthusiastic. This year, LIYSF

sponsored one student from Nepal in partnership with NASO. NASO selected the student,

provided comprehensive support in organising their participation, and covered all travel expenses,

ensuring they could attend LIYSF in person.

Ghana High Commission

For the first time, LIYSF provided a full scholarship for one student from Ghana to attend LIYSF,

selected by the Ghana High Commission. The Ghana High Commission covered travel expenses.
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Virtual

Programme

Since 2021 LIYSF has implemented a virtual version of the programme, which it runs as a hybrid

event. This model provides a pathway for students who cannot attend LIYSF in-person, offering

them access to high-quality STEM education, global networking opportunities, and transformative

learning experiences.
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Wesley

Cameroon, LIYSF 2025 Virtual Participant

“Attending the 66th London International Youth Science Forum

virtually was an exciting experience that allowed me to deeply

immerse myself in a global community of over 400 young

scientists and innovators.”

Blen

Ethiopia, LIYSF 2025 Virtual Participant

“Even though I wasn't physically present, the sense of

connection, inspiration, and community was very real. The

forum brought together young scientists from around the

world, and it was incredible to be part of such a diverse and

passionate group of people who all shared a love for science.”
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Section Three
Our Programme in 2025



Our Programme

in 2025

At a time when misinformation and scientific skepticism are on the rise, the 2025 LIYSF was

tailored to empower young scientists to 'Stand Up for Science' and advocate for evidence-based

solutions to the world's most pressing challenges. Through cutting-edge lectures, immersive visits,

and collaborative projects, students gained the knowledge, skills, and confidence to become

effective science thinkers, communicators and advocates.
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8.6 overall quality of the programme

8.5 quality of main lectures

8.4 quality of specialist lectures

8.3 quality of visits

Student ratings of LIYSF 2025 
(ratings out of 10)

8.9 quality of social and cultural programme

9.2 quality of staff support

9.1 welcoming and inclusive environment

8.7 opportunities for engagement in learning & skill building

8.5 opportunities to develop autonomy

8.5 opportunities for engagement and participation

9.0 opportunities to learn about different cultures and backgrounds

9.2 opportunities to meet new people and create new connections
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2025 Impact Report Our Programme in 2025

LIYSF contributed to application of knowledge for making a change in the world: 93%

LIYSF impacted their potential in STEM: 93%

LIYSF increased their ability to think in new ways: 87%

LIYSF improved their ability to communicate effectively: 89%

Ability to Interact with people from different backgrounds: 90%

Understanding of opportunities in STEM: 86%

Development of new Ideas in my field of interest: 76%

Student takeaways from LIYSF 2025

Yordanos

Ethiopia, LIYSF 2025 Participant

"...Standing up for science is not just about learning theories or

performing experiments; it is about valuing research, thinking

critically, and recognising science as a tool that connects

people."

Yordanos

Ethiopia, LIYSF 2025 Participant

"Looking back, the program was transformative. It was not just

a summer course but a journey of discovery. Every lecture,

visit, and conversation contributed to my growth..." 

Macy

Hong Kong, LIYSF 2025 Participant

"These two weeks have not only been amazingly fun but it was

great to not only learn more about my specific area of interest

but also be able to explore so many cool topics.”

Iroha

Georgia, LIYSF 2025 Participant

"A two weeks that has changed my outlook on so many things,

and will continue to shape my choices long after."

Priscilla

United States, LIYSF 2025 Participant

“This is an amazing experience that will build your confidence

and independence unlike anything else.”



Our Lectures

LIYSF lectures provide a unique opportunity to learn from leading experts in a wide range of

scientific fields. From Nobel Prize winners to groundbreaking researchers, our speakers shared

their knowledge and inspired the next generation of innovators.

10 Principal Lectures from Nobel prize Laureates, academic and industry pioneers, including:

Keynote Opening Address by Nobel prize winner, Professor Sir David MacMillan

Keynote Closing Lecture by Professor Kelly Chibale

Plenary Lecture demonstrations by prominent scientists, including, Professor Kevin Fenton

CBE, Professor Michele Dougherty and Professor Dame Sarah Gilbert

4 Specialist Lectures from leading researchers (students can choose from 32 options,

according to their field of interest). These smaller focused sessions are invaluable and allow for

a wider range of questions and interaction.

Specialist Study Day: The students spent the day with their chosen researcher/scientist, who

started the session by speaking about their work/research. Students then put together a short

presentation that was given to the rest of the plenary students about the topic, to highlight the

research, challenges and knowledge that they gained from their lecture.
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in 2025
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Alexa

Rwanda, LIYSF 2025 Participant

“Each lecture challenged my previous knowledge regarding

the subject and made me think about my own work and

aspirations in a broader context, not just locally but as a part

of a global scientific effort."

Barnaby

Scotland, LIYSF 2025 Participant

“There was a lot to learn and a lot of good people to learn

from.”
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Our National Visits

in 2025

LIYSF provides hands-on experiences and insights into real-world science through our extensive

visit programme where students can tailor their personal programme to suit their STEM interests.

Our visits in 2025 included:

London – including various University departments at Imperial College London, University

College London (UCL), King’s College London and London Metropolitan University, as well as,

The Royal Institution, Sonic Healthcare UK, Association Of Anesthetists Of Great Britain &

Ireland, Chelsea Physic Garden and the London Wetland Centre.

Across the UK – including, McClaren, Airbus, Jealott’s Hill Research Centre, John Innes Centre,

National Space Academy, UK Regeneron, as well as to various University departments at,

University College London (UCL), University of Kent, Cardiff University, University of Bristol,

University of Nottingham and University of Sussex.

Oxford and Cambridge – including University of Oxford and University of Cambridge

Departments, as well as to, BMW, Culham Science Centre, HR Wallingford and Diamond Light

Source.
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Project

Presentations

Our students have the exciting opportunity to present their work in a non-competitive environment

with fellow students from all over the world and our science experts at our Science Bazaar.

Communicating science is a vital part of being a scientist and in the modern world this is becoming

increasingly important. With this in mind, we ask our students to talk about their work to colleagues

and researchers, as well as the general public, as this is a great step in their learning and

development in science communication.
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Our Social and

Cultural Programme

A vital part of the experience of attending LIYSF is teaching and learning about different cultures

and traditions. LIYSF places a great deal of emphasis on this and believes that cultural interaction

and making life-long friends is a very special aspect of attending.

22liysf.org.uk
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A Deep Dive

through the Elements

Flag ceremony: this forms part of the Opening Ceremony of LIYSF.

Traditions of Home: Sharing World Customs and Fashion Evening: This evening is about sharing

culture, giving the students the opportunity to share their traditions.

International Cabaret: A cultural performance evening where students can showcase a

performance. (sing, dance, rap, play an instrument and perform a magic trick, for example)

Student Presentation Evening: 10 projects chosen from the Project Bazaar, based on diversity of

topics, to be presented to everyone by our top science and engineering judges. Students have to

practice their communication skills to deliver a presentation about their project in three minutes

with no slides.

Student Debate and Participants’ Forum: Many problems are hugely complex and must be

considered in social, economical and political contexts. Being able to express and challenge

opinion is a vital part of the scientific career, so we incentive our students to share their opinion

and knowledge in these two formal debate opportunities.

Great Crossword Treasure Hunt: This is a fun filled treasure hunt evening, where students learn

more about and explore our host region of London; South Kensington and Imperial College, as well

as make new friends and learn a few things about our student staff team too!

LIYSF Olympics: We have three teams – based the students’ halls of residence – and thus it’s very

competitive to see which hall wins. Students have to come together as a Hall to perform the best in

our crazy games and cheer the loudest!

Welcome and Closing Parties: These are evening events in a large venue, with DJ and dancefloor

so that students can show us their moves, interact and join the fun.

24liysf.org.uk
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Introducing our

New Mobile Application

In 2025, we were proud to launch the LIYSF app, a valuable addition to the program experience.

Developed by one of our alumni, the app provides a platform for students to:

Navigate daily activities and schedules

Connect with other students and build their global network

Access important program resources and information

Quickly access safety and safeguarding features



Section Four
Our Alumni:

Impacting Global Change
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of our students that attended LIYSF go on to obtain a PhD47%

2025 Impact Report

How LIYSF

Impacts Futures

Our Alumni: Impacting Global Change

said LIYSF contributed to their perception and knowledge

of STEM careers

said that LIYSF contributed to their motivation to follow a

career in their field of interest

said LIYSF contributed to their ability to understand other

cultures and perspectives

said LIYSF contributed to their networking skills

80%

76%

96%

87%

LIYSF's commitment extends far beyond the two-week programme. We are

dedicated to nurturing the next generation of STEM leaders, providing a

foundation for students to achieve extraordinary things and make a lasting

impact on the world.



A Lifelong Community:

How We Support Students

after the Programme

LIYSF believes in fostering a lifelong connection with our alumni, providing ongoing opportunities

for growth, collaboration, and mentorship. Our support extends far beyond the two-week forum:

Engaging Alumni Network: Through our active LinkedIn community and other platforms, alumni

can connect with peers, share opportunities, and continue to build their professional networks.

Leadership Opportunities: We welcome alumni back to LIYSF as staff, lecturers, judges, and

mentors, empowering them to give back to the program and inspire future generations. 

This year, we were proud to host 10 alumni as specialist lecturers

We had 26 alumni serving as student staff

12 alumni returned as judges at the Science Bazaar

Our Honorary President is an LIYSF alumni

Our LIYSF photographer and app developer are LIYSF alumni.

A Continued Cycle of Inspiration: By inviting alumni to return as staff and lecturers, we not only

create a strong base for students, but also provide them with invaluable opportunities to develop

leadership, communication, and mentorship skills.

These ongoing connections strengthen our community and provide invaluable opportunities for

our alumni to develop their careers and contribute to LIYSF's mission.

29liysf.org.uk
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LIYSF Alumni

Go On To Change The World

LIYSF alumni have gone on to be leaders in STEM including leading research organisations and

societies worldwide, including leading The Royal Society of Chemistry, The American Institute of

Physics, the first Civilian African Astronaut.
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Professor Clare Elwell
Vice Dean, University College London and LIYSF President

Mark Shuttleworth
CEO Cannonical Ltd. and First African Civilian Astronaut

Dr Émer Hickey
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, MRC Centre for Medical Mycology, University of Exeter

LIYSF Scientific Advisor

Professor Richard O’Kennedy
Former President for Research, Development & Innovation, Qatar Foundation. Richard has

previously served as Vice President, Scientific Director of the Biomedical Diagnostics Institute, &

Head of the School of Biotechnology of Dublin City University, Ireland. LIYSF Science Patron.
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“LIYSF introduced me to my career path as a chemical engineer. I don’t think I

would’ve discovered it had I not been at the forum - had my lightbulb moment

where I finally found out that what I wanted to do had a name to it! On top of that, I

made friends for life, even lived with one of them while at University. Having been a

staff member for 7 years, LIYSF also opened doors to opportunities I wouldn’t have

had as a young girl from Malta”.

Simran Mohnani, LIYSF Alumni, 2013

recognised as one of the UK TechWomen100, UK Asian Women of

Achievement, INvolve’s 100 Future Role Models, JCI Malta’s Top 10 under 40,

One Young World ambassador and World Economic Forum Global Shaper

“The impact LIYSF had on my life cannot be underestimated. In 2013 I was studying

for my A levels and had only recently decided to pursue the sciences. LIYSF

confirmed that the sciences were right for me and catapulted me into the career I

have today. Outside of the impact on my career, LIYSF was also my first true taste

of independence and first real exposure to other cultures. I gained friends who I am

still in contact with today and have travelled widely to see them.My horizons were

expanded on all fronts. I truly believe having LIYSF on my CV helped in almost of all

of my initial subsequent.”
Katie Downes, LIYSF Alumni, 2013

post-doctoral researcher in the Zanetti lab at the Francis Crick Institute

“LIYSF contributed to 'Civic Engagement' by providing me exposure to global

challenges and discussions. It inspired me to become more civically engaged,

advocating for science and technology solutions to societal issues. It also helped

me to discover 'career opportunities and exposure to multidisciplinary topics.' At

that time, I applied for a research internship in the fields to which I was exposed at

LIYSF and got a chance to intern at the University of Geneva. This experience

further shaped my research career to what I am pursuing today. All the credit for

this goes to LIYSF.”

Amit Kumar, LIYSF Alumni, 2017

accepted at the Ph.D. program at the Department of Cell Physiology and

Metabolism within the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Geneva, with

their current research funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNF).

2025 Impact Report Our Alumni: Impacting Global Change
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Reflecting on Progress,

Charting our Future



Our Targets

Targets set in 2020 How we’re doing New target

Enable students from under-resourced backgrounds to attend

Increase full scholarships to
25 places by 2025

Increase value of partial
scholarship from £400 to
£500 in 2021

Increase number of partial
scholarships to 75 by 2023

16 Full scholarships given in
2025

Partial scholarship award
increased to £700 support
since 2020

72 partial scholarships given in
2025

Increase full scholarships to 25
places by 2030

Increase number of partial
scholarships to 90 by 2030

Increase diversity of global representation at LIYSF

Maintain number of countries
and mix

Target of 85 countries by
2025

Target 500 students by 2025

92 countries attended in 2025

420 students attending LIYSF
in 2025

Maintain number of countries and
mix

Target of 100 countries by 2030

Target 500 students by 2030

Empower female scientists

Introduce tracking process of
range of invites sent

Look to maintain a gender
balance in plenary lectures

Improve representation in
specialist lectures and look to
50% female contributors for
specialist sessions

At LIYSF 2025 we had:

41% of Plenary Speakers were
female

55% of Specialist speakers
were female

Speaker invite tracking process
implemented

50% of LIYSF staff female

Look to maintain a gender
balance in plenary lectures

Improve representation in
specialist lectures and look to
50% female contributors for
specialist sessions

33liysf.org.uk
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As LIYSF continues to evolve and expand its impact, we regularly assess our progress against

established targets and set ambitious new goals for the future. Every five years, we undertake a

comprehensive review to evaluate our achievements, identify areas for improvement, and chart a

course for continued growth and innovation. This section provides a transparent overview of our

progress towards the targets we set in 2020, whilst also highlighting our strategic vision for the

years to come.
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Targets set in 2020 How we’re doing New target

Increase African representation towards their proportion of the global population

Target 25 students by 2023

Target 40 students by 2025

Enhance relationship with
YoSA

Look to build scholarship
offer and provide 5 full
scholarships by 2025

Look to new partnerships in
Africa to look to increase
participation from this region

28 African students from 11
countries

6 African students sponsored
by YOSA attended LIYSF in
person from 5 countries

38 students from 9 countries
were sponsored to attend
virtually by YOSA

New partnership with NSFF in
South Africa

New collaboration with Kelly
Chibale H3D Foundation

Appointed two dedicated staff
to work year round to boost
African representation

Target 70 students by 2030

Enhance relationship with YoSA

Look to build scholarship offer
and provide 5 full scholarships by
2030

Look to new partnerships in
Africa to look to increase
participation from this region

Facilitate top-level science

To maintain a Nobel Prize
winner lecturer annually

Continue to build on current
calibre of speakers

Keynote Lecture by Nobel
Prize Winner Professor Sir
David MacMillan

Keynote closing lecture by
Professor Kelly Chibale

Lectures by Professor Dame
Sarah Gilbert, Professor Kevin
Fenton CBE; Professor Michele
Dougherty

To maintain a Nobel Prize winner
lecturer annually

Continue to build on current
calibre of speakers
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Targets set in 2020 How we’re doing New target

To help foster science engagement in communities

Look to include a more
uniform requirement for all
students to return as
ambassadors

Impact measurement process
in place by 2023

Target of 50 presentations by
ambassadors in six months
following LIYSF by 2025

Impact measurement process
placed in 2023 with
implementation of the student
experience survey, as well as
alumni survey, both aiming to
get more feedback on
participants’ experiences.

Look to include a more uniform
requirement for all students to
return as ambassadors

Target of 50 presentations by
ambassadors in six months
following LIYSF by 2030

Facilitate indigenous attendance

Maintain Māori programme
and look to expand to 2
students by 2025

Have similar indigenous
programmes in place by
2028 to support Aborigines,
Saami and American
Indigenous students.

LIYSF supported with a full
scholarship 1 Māori student in
2025

LIYSF supported 3 Aboriginal
students in LIYSF with full and
partial scholarships

In 2024, for the first time, an
indigenous person from
Brazilian Amazon Forest
attended LIYSF. The young
leader from Aldeia Segredo do
Artesao was sponsored by
LIYSF, as well as their
interpreter, who is also director
from the same
village’s NGO

Maintain Māori programme and
look to expand

Return Brazilian ingenious
programme

Have similar indigenous
programmes in place by 2030 to
support Saami, Canada First
Nations and American Indigenous
students.

To have a diverse student staff team

Look to maintain
representation from each
region, despite stricter visa
restrictions

Have at least 50% of staff
female

We had staff from 20 countries,
from the 5 continents

50% of female staff in 2025,
including chief of staff

Look to maintain representation
from each region, despite stricter
visa restrictions

Have at least 50% of staff female
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Targets set in 2020 How we’re doing New target

To understand alumni pathways and keep alumni connected and engaged with LIYSF

Maintain feature of alumni
specialist study day in the
programme

Maintain variety of alumni
speakers attending and
range of years attended from

Look to have an LIYSF alumni
give a plenary lecture every 3
years

Look to build an active alumni
LIYSF community

Alumni specialist study day
maintained in 2025

In 2025 we had 10 alumni
specialist lectures ranging from
participants from 1978 to 2019

LIYSF Alumni, Professor Clare
Elwell continues to serve as
our President

In 2024, LIYSF Alumni, Dr Émer
Hickey stepped up as LIYSF
Scientific Advisor

In 2024 we started our LIYSF
community on LinkedIn

In 2025 we implemented our
app, which was developed by
and Alumni

Maintain feature of alumni
specialist study day in the
programme

Maintain variety of alumni
speakers attending and range of
years attended from

Look to have an LIYSF alumni
give a plenary lecture every 3
years

Look to build an active alumni
LIYSF community

Help foster direct and indirect impact for UK institutions

Look to mechanism to
capture more of these stories
and translate into quantifiable
impact measurements

LIYSF alumni survey has been
successful in demonstrating
the impact of LIYSF on UK
universities, considering that
many students have referred to
LIYSF as the reason why they
decided to study in the UK

Look to mechanism to capture
more of these stories and
translate into quantifiable impact
measurements

* It's important to note that the targets set in 2020 were significantly impacted by the COVID-19

pandemic and the knock effects felt through to this day, both for ourselves and our partners. The

cancellation of LIYSF in 2020 and subsequent adaptations to ensure participant safety presented

unique challenges - operating with 60 students in person undergoing quarantine in 2021 and 230

in 2022, below our break-even point. Whilst we have made substantial progress in many areas, we

acknowledge that the pandemic has slowed our momentum towards achieving of our original

targets. LIYSF is fully committed to recovering its full capacity and continuing its path of growth and

impact in the years ahead.
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